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ASSASSINATION. -OF THE PRESIDENT J * J/fl /T 




^ Attached Is a copy of a story authored by Jerry O'Leary, Jr. , of U**H 

1 T he Evening Stai 1 playing up his interview withj^hn ■K^P.QnQyjg.a^ 2 9 , of 2000 Belmont 
I Road, Northwest, who was Lee H. Oswald’s Commanding Officer^ the Marine Cor 
j for seven months. Donovan is a physics instructor at Ascension Academy, 

1 4401 West BraddOck Road, Alexandria (telephone 548-8106). ]/ 

. * * - | /. . i * / t j 4 • A t * t \ 

O'Leary left the attached copy of his story with us and suggested that 
if we have not done so we might want to have Donovan interviewed. He was tha 
for his interest. 

S' / I 1U • a ^ 

RECOMMENDATION: ' 

That this memorandum be referred to the General Investigative 
Division for its consideration. y 



Enclosure 

1 - Mr. Bel m ont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Jones 
1 - Mr. Morrell 
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k Was Winston D.C 0 man ®ho ms SLs© Coswald'a isaimnsitidm eomraandinr; 
efricer In t <© Marines’ Tor savssfebuoaimiiiafcarii seven month® today said 
the aor.ussd aaeasain ®f President hennedy w a supercilious wise guy ■ 
who w-nt ®ut of faia way to annoy poopl © 0 

John K„ Donovan, 29, of 2009 Belmont road N.V., a physics instructor 
at Acc.ennion Ao a de ,y, was a first ftfootustorti lieutenant in charge of * 
■lx-nnn sent Ion of <a counter air operations oentsr® Oswald, he said, 
vas a private under his command flea from Maroh, I, until s©pt= 

®njb®r s 2,95% , - ; 

"ills revolt ms against any kind of authority," said nr 0 ‘ Bonovan, 
fraiyimra * * 

now a/Cap tain in Marine Air Control Squadron 24 on weekend reserve 
duty her©,, "’to wasn’t expelled from society., He expelled himself from 


S”r e Donovan said Oswald’s philosophy io best summed up in the 
slain Texas gunman’s own oft-repeated words, "There ar© a Tow of«us in 
tho world who know what’s ©eing on. The majority haven't got any Idea," 
Oswald, according to his sen ton command r, was an xaJtawmaos/iiiininrau 
rn ®f flcer-bnl.ting trouble -maker , who practiced tho role so mssms&asm 
assiduously that the rest of the enlisted msn warned him to cut it out 
, A©st ho tar ! :em with the same br iah^ 

5, j?o us e d to read aost of the tim®, 551 said M ir. Lonova n 0 "ittstmry bo Jt 
magasines and a Russian newspaper he used to g®t 0 H© also spent a lot 

ef time Studying the Russian language, Ther^ were no pocket bo les or 
Qomi.cs for him. If 


<»» or M. Woks to l. y . tr»o Tor so», particular!, „ 

Cr ' rt ‘ "■ h8 — H... atudy up so . OM 

'■ W °' lt ’ POlltlCal *’>' «• UP to t* offlsar «* Boy . 

r ’ °° Ul ' 1 3 ’° U Pl ”‘°° •’ pl,ln th ” ®™'—= tot*. Venezuelan or W Cambodia 
situation situation, si r. • 

d ,, T ayS a ' 33lr! b ° f0re and afUr SP8akin « « OffioT bu t „ 

. „ Y"° h " • UP ° r0lllOU3 ' P ° inted ^ obsequious . Qy that it oeoame „ 

insult Pallor than a courtesy, 

prob"hT P ° 0r ° rrlCOr " >Uld att ° raPfc to an8Wr thS q«-tioo # 

l ^ * “ h0l “ l0t * b °" t -p’-ITI.. «f whatever Oswald 

rsnv ht up, Than, Oswald would turn to mo and say *Slr h 

or that, Blr7 , y ' lre " hat *> you **■* 

'll *™ .hat 1» was up U. Ho was Just trying to ahow eff ^ 

" t V°° I,r ^ 8mart enOUfiho YoU hnVe to k*™ * OCT (general claso- 
fioation test) score of HO to get int© racto. ihafc , s the _ 

o S the sans score for 

Setting a our; .is 3 Ion. " But you could toll he .as a Balf ftd , , 

, u ^ as G *«lr-educatad a an because 

whers ier s rough odges to his knowledge," ‘ : 

Mr * D ° nnV ^ TOCB21od that ** *• ask Oswald to got off the Marine ' •’ 

’ “ trDl " qi5 ' J r ° n 9 foutba11 toara 'luring tho tour of duty at the lighter- 
an-etr bass Tuntln. Calif., near tl , blg E1 Tor . ^ ^ 

. ■«. Plbxod «d for said hl0 c Mdor . ^ soroBod * 

fflquad io badly I had t® aak him off the ® a m»d t . 

• > ... ... ® ©quad© I bo happened w® had a 

T J ' J 0tai, "° Pl “- P — ««* «»«. »„ . captain, as quarterback. 

Oswald kept talking back I. tb, bubble, and domains t„ know w lly „ 

° LliC0r WE1B run ' ,1 ' 1 e tJ >® team and -amto criticizing the playe^® 

° SyaldD " hP 20 ° ld -tagonzled everybody ^ by saying 

things like, "if the Marines are so smart wlv don't 

Me?" Mr n* ^ ey roc »zni z e K uyo like 

* , IOV " 3ald ° EWald ^ ayS ““ he knew more than to 90 

P.P sent of tlm o (fleers' ond no„-o. ns . *, uao d , pwlda!)le on TOtoh> „ 

*“ h ’° d “ tJ tP ” 0an ths r “ d “- ,ct>p ” r “' “ lr -urt but Xn tb, lo^ aloci porlo , 
ho rarely associated tom with the others in the section. 





2 nd add Oswald 
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”1 h ® ard Q^out him before I over »©t him," Mr. Dfenovan said 0 B j 
had a frlond, a lieutenant named Bill Trail wh© tsass fcto 0 o D 0 la Japan 
whBn °® wald K°t In trouble th®ro. He told ms how Oswald bad gotten 
drunk and cursed an officer. H© also knew dbout hie court aartial for ' 
n®t reportin'- that he owned a pistil® 

k” 0 " °owald was going to b® in my outfit and warnsd s 3 0 
“Thla £9 » talker. H©«s out ©f hi* mind,* 

v 'Sr ; . *>*»s£ , QlB ° 131)1:3(1 411 ^rllne stewardess about that time and found out 

^ t> "’ r that nh ® W been ^®tlng Uawald. She told ms, "That guJ £ s a 
real nut . 11 ra 

When Oswald requested and received © hardship discharge in September, 
1959, because his mother needed financial aid, Kr 0 Donovem said tte 
ather wen In th® squadron offered to help. He turned thpm down curtly, 
Mr. Pino van said. 

A month later, word reached the squadron that Oswald had defected to 
the Soviet Union, that he had turned up aamzlfe in Moscow nsh signed an 
instrument ©f allegiance to the USSR. 

"That compromised all our secret radio frequencies,” call eigne and 
authentication codes,* ad. d Mr. Donovan. "He knew the location of ©very 
unit on th© West Coast and the radar capability of every Installation.. 
w ® ^ ad to spend thousands of man-hours changing everything, all the 
fflmr^orara tactical frequencies and ra mag s m verify fchs destruction 

•f all th# codec./ , 

“Oswald was a very unpopular man that month." 

fir. Donovan is a graduate of Georgetown University Foreign Service 

at the University of Dayton; 

School and studied phyelcs/aftor hie three-and-adialf years ©f active 
duty ended, 
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